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Oct. 4: Daily newspaper El Tiempo (Bogota) cited a military communique as saying that at a Sept.
17-25 meeting, commanders of the FARC, ELN, and a dissident faction of the EPL, decided to
operate henceforth as a single rebel army. The military communique said, "The gathering of
guerrilla chiefs also produced what military intelligence feared: former Spanish priest Manuel Perez
assumed the leadership of the entire insurgent movement." The united rebel army consists of 6,000
guerrillas from FARC, 2,000 from the ELN and 100 from the nearly extinct EPL.
Oct. 5: President Gaviria opened a meeting with governors and other senior officials to develop a
new strategy aimed at reducing violence of all kinds promoted by rebel groups, common criminals,
drug traffickers and paramilitary organizations. The president said his proposal would permit
judges to reduce sentences within prescribed limits, and conditional sentences for those who
disarm, turn themselves in, confess their crimes, and cooperate with investigators. Police reported
that guerrillas killed nine agricultural workers on the La Palma plantation near Tauramena,
Casanare department. Motivation for the massacre was unknown. A military source reported that 11
rebels were killed in combat with soldiers in the Uraba banana production region.
Oct. 6: Military and rebel sources said seven members of the EPL guerrilla group were killed by
soldiers on Oct. 5 in Cordoba department. The military version of the incident said the victims were
EPL "dissidents." At a press conference in Bogota, spokesperson for the rebels, Anibal Palacios, said
the seven rebels were carrying out "political activities," and were effectively murdered by troops
pertaining to the army's 11th Brigade. In addition, three agricultural workers with no involvement in
rebel activities were killed, he said.
Eduardo Jaramillo, a member of the presidential council for peace affairs, said the government is
analyzing the incident, and hoped the incident would not hamper ongoing peace talks. The EPL
responded by suspending peace talks, and demanding that the government set up an international
monitoring team. EPL members residing in special camps awaiting demobilization are supposedly
under government protection. The Defense Ministry announced it uncovered a rebel plan to
sabotage the petroleum industry in eastern Colombia. Alirio Porras ("El Gato"), head of an urban
ELN network, was arrested in Arauca, near the Venezuelan border. Porras was reportedly carrying
diagrams of installations at Cano Limon, Colombia's principal oil field, and of the Occidental
Petroleum company's offices. The ministry report also said an anonymous telephone call led to
discovery of a cache of explosives materials in Bogota.
Oct. 7: The Colombian presidency issued a communique accusing the ELN guerrillas of responding
with "acts of barbarism" to the government's peace initiative. On the evening of Oct. 6, about 20
rebels occupied the town of Pinillos, Bolivar department, and killed mayor Isaac Rangel Chema, and
one of his brothers.
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Oct. 9: In an article published by El Espectador, the state-run oil company ECOPETROL said
actions by the FARC and ELN guerrilla groups are obstructing crude oil exploration activities.
ECOPETROL geologists have been unable to return to southern Bolivar department, Tabaco Island
in the Magdalena Medio, Ayapel in northeastern Colombia, and to the Arauca area in eastern
Colombia. The ELN has been engaged in sabotage of the country's oil infrastructure for a long
time. FARC rebels joined the ELN in such actions in recent months. ECOPETROL and foreign oil
companies are currently working about 10 million of 66 million ha. of exploitable oil fields.
In the past three years, the companies expected to discover 400 million barrels of crude, but because
of the guerrilla actions the figure is barely 140 million. The report said that until two years ago,
Colombian oil reserves had reached 2.2 million barrels, and by the end of 1990 this figure will be
down to 1.8 million. According to Colombia's central bank, FARC and ELN guerrillas control 8% of
the country's gold production. In the first eight months of the year, rebels seized 50,000 troy ounces
of gold. Traditional miners have dropped out. Gold output is 5% lower than in 1989. From January
through August, the bank paid out $41.5 million for 633,182 ounces, compared to $31.5 million and
636,236 ounces for the same period in 1989.
Oct. 13: Police reported that suspected guerrillas assassinated Efrain Duran Bohorquez, mayor of
Zapatoca, Santander department. The victim had been accused by rebels of protecting extreme
rightist groups, or paramilitary organizations. (Basic data from New York Times, 09/02/90; DPA,
09/26/90; EFE, 09/27/90, 10/09/90, 10/13/90; AFP, 09/07/90, 09/09/90, 09/17/90, 09/18/90, 09/24/90,
09/28/90, 09/30/90, 10/05-07/90; Notimex, 09/20/90, 09/21/90, 09/25/90, 09/30/90, 10/01/90, 10/03/90,
10/04/90, 10/09/90, 10/13/90; AP, 09/25/90, 10/07/90)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

